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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
HOUSING SERVICES AND WRAPAROUND SUPPORTS
RFQNO. 1205 - RS241

Overview

On June 3, 2021, the Justice Advisory Council (“JAC”) issued a Request for Qualifications (“RFQ”)
seeking Respondents for Housing Services and Wraparound Supports, for possible inclusion in its
prequalified pool of vendors. Providers were expected to demonstrate qualifications to reduce
community violence and prevent recidivism by enhancing housing options and additional supports
for individuals facing housing insecurity, including those with criminal justice system involvement
in Cook County. The prequalified list will be valid for thirty-six (36) months, with two (2) twelve-
month renewal options.

An Evaluation Committee (“EC”), which consisted of voting and non-voting members was tasked
with the responsibility of reviewing submittals and recommending a list of prequalified vendors for
housing services and wraparound supports. Voting members of the EC consisted of the following
Cook County staff:

e Ali Abid, Deputy Director, Cook County Justice Advisory Council,
ali.abid@cookcountyil.gov., Chair of the Evaluation Committee

e Nikki Munoz, Reentry Services Manager, Cook County Justice Advisory Council,
Nicole.Munoz@cookcountyil.gov

e Kayla Posly, Policy Analyst, Cook County Justice Advisory Council,
Kayla.Posley@cookcountyil.gov

e Laura Lord, Law Office of the Cook County Public Defender, laura.lord@cookcountyil.gov

Process Followed

The Justice Advisory Council took the following steps in arriving at the qualified list: (1) a public
information session was held before the publication of the RFQ; (2) a public pre-submittal conference
was held the week following publication; (3) a technical review was conducted to ensure all those
applications going to the evaluation committee met certain minimum requirements; (4) the application
reviewers (which consisted of all the evaluation committee members) reviewed every application,
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providing an evaluation form for each which consisted of a restatement of the evaluation rubric with
descriptive criteria detailing what should be included for each score level along with a question of
whether the application reviewer would recommend the applicant be placed on the qualified list; (5)
a consensus meeting of the evaluation committee was met to discuss those applications for which the
application reviewers had different recommendations and a wide variety of notes in order to resolve
any different readings of application contents; and (6) the JAC Executive Team then received the list
from the Evaluation Committee and ensured that all those on the qualified list received both a
unanimous recommendation of being on the qualified list by the evaluation committee members and
an average score above 70%.

Milestones
e RFQ posted June 3, 2024
e Pre-Submittal Conference and Respondent Inquiry Deadline June 12, 2024
e Submittal Due Date July 15, 2024
e Evaluation Committee Consensus Meeting August 5, 2024
e JAC Executive Team Meeting August 8, 2024

Summary of Findings

Submittals Received

The following twenty-one (21) organizations submitted applications by July 15, 2024 in response to
the RFQ (in alphabetical order):

A Safe Haven

Beds Plus

Bobby E. Wright

Claretian Associates

Claudia and Eddie's Place
Covenant House

CR Works

Haymarket Center

9. Henry's Sober Living Place
10. Knotty Luxe Arts Foundation
11. Larry's Boys School Program
12. Life Impacters

13. Northwest Compass

14. Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation
15. Renaissance Collaborative
16. Respond Now

17. Safer Foundation

18. Sakofa Safe Child Initiative
19. St. Leonard's Ministries

20. WIN Recovery

21. Zam's Hope Community Center
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The EC Chair proceeded to conduct a technical review of the applications and all twenty-one (21)
submittals were deemed sufficiently responsive and were distributed to the Evaluation Committee.
The EC was instructed to independently review and evaluate all the applications.

Evaluation Rubric

The EC reviewed and evaluated the submittals in response to the RFQ in accordance with the
Evaluation Guidelines, which defines policies and procedures to be followed in evaluating each
submittal. The evaluation is based upon the following criteria per the RFQ:

Program Readiness and Experience: 50 points maximum. Respondent’s readiness to implement
the specific housing service components associated with the project, as evidenced by their general
experience with providing similar services, as described in Document 1: Program Qualifications
Document.

Fiscal Capacity: 20 points maximum. Respondent’s fiscal capacity to deliver services on an
ongoing basis, as evidenced by Document 2: Current Budget Document, and by Document 3:
Financial Qualifications Document.

References: 20 points maximum. The reputation and strength of the respondent’s housing services
programming will be evaluated based upon the quality and relevance of the references provided in
Document 1: Program Qualifications Document.

Further Evidence of Organizational Capacity: 10 points maximum. Completeness, consistency
and clarity in the respondent’s execution of all required sections of response, as evidenced by each
part of the submission.

There are a total of 100 points in the categories above.

Final Qualified List

Following the EC Consensus meeting, 17 applications received both (1) an average score above 70
and (2) unanimous recommendations for placement on the qualified list. The JAC Executive Team
reviewed the scores and methodology and confirmed the qualified list. The prequalified providers list
will be valid for thirty-six (36) months, with two (1) one-year renewal options. The 17 organizations
on the qualified list to provide Housing Services and Wraparound Support are as follows (in
alphabetical order):

A Safe Haven

Beds Plus

Bobby E. Wright
Claretian Associates
Claudia and Eddie's Place
Covenant House

CR Works
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8. Haymarket Center

9. Henry's Sober Living Place

10. Life Impacters

11. Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation
12. Renaissance Collaborative

13. Respond Now

14. Safer Foundation

15. St. Leonard's Ministries

16. WIN Recovery

17. Zam's Hope Community Center

Lack of placement on the qualified list alone does not indicate that an organization could not
successfully apply for different requests for qualifications or other funding opportunities through the
Justice Advisory Council or Cook County in the future; it merely indicates that, at this time, based on
this application the organization seemed to not fit the specific services being sought through this
opportunity.

Relatedly, placement on the qualified list does not indicate that an agreement will necessarily be
sought with an organization. This list provides JAC the ability to enter into such agreements (pending
County Board approval where applicable) to advance projects related to the subject matter of the RFQ
as these projects are developed and funding becomes available. The needs of any particular project
will take into account additional factors based on that project’s specific needs and may not relate
exactly to points scored on the base RFQ. Such projects may be developed at any time during the
duration of the valid period of this list.

Application Feedback

To request feedback on an application please submit a written request via email to
juandalynn.johnson@cookcountyil.gov. Requests should include the name of individual requesting
feedback, title, and name of your organization. Please allow 30 days from the date of the request for
feedback.
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